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Appreciating Western Mythological Stories

(西洋神話故事欣賞)
    The key to mastering Western languages and knowing deeper about Westerners is to read their mythological stories. As a very important part of children education, mythology constitutes the essential content of Westerners’ unconscious. But, what is mythology? “Myths are early science, the result of men’s first trying to explain what they saw around them.” Myths carry racial characteristics because they are products of a race. Different races create different myths. Their progeny grow up listening or reading these myths; their souls are shaped in the process. Greco- Roman, Norse, and Christian mythological stories are the main part of Western myth traditions; they thus are the focus of this course. Besides taking mid-term and final exams, students are required to turn in reports. 

Evaluation: Written Reports, Attendance and Performance in class--40%
Midterm Exam--30%; Final Exam--30%; 

A required textbook: 

          Stories from Homer. Retold by E. F. Dodd. B. Taipei: Booksman.    

Week               Subject(s)

1 Introduction
2                   Troy
3 Part I: The Siege of Troy, Chapter 1~3
4 Chapter 4~6
5 Chapter 7~9
6 Chapter10 & Part II: The Wanderings of Odysseus 

Chapter 1~6

7                   Chapter 4~6

8                   Review

9                   Mid-term Exam
10                  Curse of the Ring
11                  Continued  
12                  The Sigurd Saga 
13                  continued
14                  continued

15                  Stories from the Bible
16 continued
17                  continued

18                  Final Exam        

