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Reading and Appreciating Western Literary Works for Children

    Reading Western literary works for children provides us the chance to know more and deeper about Westerner’s mind. Children’s literature has a wide scope; it not only includes (adapted) literary works, motion pictures, and picture storybooks--according to media, but also novels, poetry, dramas, romances, fables, folktales, nursery rhymes, and mythological stories according to genre. We must have read some or a lot when we were young. Our reading them now is a review from a more critical and deeper angle. This course begins with reading picture storybooks, and then it will cover fables, folktales and ends with reading The Little Prince and Knights of the Round Table after reading about study of literature and a short introduction to history of children literature. Besides mid-term and final exams, students are required to make a presentation with a partner and turn in a written report related to the presentation. 

Reference Books: Russell, David L. Literature for Children: A Short Introduction. New York: Pearson Education, 2005.

Silvey, Anita (ed). The Essential Guide to Children’s Books and Their Creators. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2002. 

Evaluation: Midterm exam--25%; Final exam--25%; 
An oral presentation & written report, performance, attendance--50%

Week               Subject(s)

1 Introduction  
2 On picture storybooks

3 Continued

4 Reading Aesop’s Fables: “The Man and the Lion” &    “The Lioness’s Son”
5 Reading Folktales: “Sweetheart Roland” &           “The Lonely Giant”
6  Holiday                   
7                   On the study of literature

8                   Continued 

9                   Mid-term Exam
10 Watching a Film: Peter Pan
11 On a short history of children’s literature

12 Continued                  
13 Reading Nursery Rhymes 

14 Reading The Little Prince
15 Continued

16 Reading a Story from Knights of the Round Table
17                  Continued

18                  Final Exam        

